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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

Claims 25, 30, 31, and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Schmuelling et al (US Patent #6,603,758). 

(Claim 25 discloses) a method of enabling a computer user to choose a service 
provider from a list of service providers, the method comprising: before accessing a 
high-speed data environment, presenting the computer user with the list of service 
providers from which to choose (Schmuelling et al shows the user is presented with a 
list of service providers before connecting to a provider (column 4, lines 10-22).); and 
upon the user selecting a service provider from the list of service providers and clicking 
a connect button, establishing a connection between a computer device operated by the 
computer user and the selected service provider within the high-speed data 
environment (Schmuelling et al shows once an agreement is finalized the user is 
connected to the selected service provider (column 4, lines 39-52)). 

(Claim 30 discloses) the method of enabling a computer user to choose a service 
provider from a list of service providers of claim 25, wherein each service provider in the 
list of service providers may be an internet service provider, on-line service prouder or 
corporate intranet service (Schmuelling et al shows the service provider is an internet 
service provider (column 2, lines 45-50)). 
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(Claim 31 discloses) a method of enabling a user to connect to a chosen service 
provider from a list of service providers, the method comprising: before accessing a 
high-speed data network, displaying the list of service providers from which the user 
may choose based on a single user-input action; and in response to a single user-input 
action being performed, connecting the user to the chosen service provider over the 
high-speed data network (Schmuelling et al shows a user is presented a list of internet 
service providers and can register and then is connected to the provider (column 4, 
lines 10-28)). 

(Claim 35 discloses) a system for enabling a computer user to select a service 
provider from a plurality of service providers using a single high-speed data connection, 
the system comprising: presenting means for presenting a list of service providers 
available for user registration (Schmuelling et al shows a list is presented to the user in 
a browser (column 4, lines 10-23).); receiving means for receiving login information 
associated with the user and each registered service provider (Schmuelling et al shows 
the login information for the user is received (column 4, lines 29-37).); storing means for 
storing login information for each registered service provider (Schmuelling et al shows a 
database holds the login information (column 4, lines 39-52).); and connecting means 
for connecting the user to the selected service provider after the user selects a service 
provider (Schmuelling et al shows the user is connected to the provider after a selection 
is made (column 4, lines 10-28)). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 26 and 36-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Schmuelling et al (US Patent #6,603,758) in view of Xu et al (US Patent 

#6,151,628). 

Claim 26 discloses the method of enabling a computer user to choose a service 
provider of claim 25, wherein the computer device is associated with a fixed provider 
from a fixed wireless network. Schmuelling et al teaches of the limitations of claim 25 
as recited above. It fails to teach of communicating through a fixed wireless network. 
Xu et al teaches of communicating via a wireless network (column 3, lines 54-62). 

Schmuelling et al and Xu et al are analogous art because they are both related to 
providing network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the wireless network in Xu et al with the system in Schmuelling et 
al because it provides direct access to the Internet and other computer networks for 
remote users such as wireless users (Xu et al, column 2, lines 66-67, column 3, lines 1- 
3). 

Claim 36 discloses a method of enabling a user to choose a service provider 
from a list of service providers, the method comprising; before accessing one or more 
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high-speed data networks, inputting login information associated with the user and at 
least one service provider; receiving a list of service providers available for user 
registration from a server computer wherein the service providers provide access to the 
high-speed data networks; and before connecting to the one or more high-speed data 
networks, selecting a service provider from the list of service providers, wherein the 
server computer is adapted to then facilitate connecting the user with the selected 
service provider. Schmuelling et al teaches of receiving a list of available service 
providers and selecting from the list a service provider before being connected to the 
network (column 4, lines 10-28). It fails to teach of inputting login information 
associating the user and service provider. Xu et al teaches of login information 
associating the user and the provider (column 8, lines 57-60). 

Schmuelling et al and Xu et al are analogous art because they are both related to 
providing network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the login system in Xu et al with the system in Schmuelling et al 
because the network authentications determines whether the user is permitted to 
access the computer network (Xu et al, column 2, lines 34-36). 

Claim 37 discloses the method of claim 36 wherein the login information includes 
a user id and a password. Xu et al further teaches of login information including a user 
id and password (column 8, lines 57-60, column 11, lines 65-67 - column 12, lines 1-3). 
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Claim 38 discloses the method of claim 36 wherein the connection between the 
user and the selected service provider is a fixed wireless connection. Xu et al further 
teaches of communicating via a wireless network (column 3, lines 54-62). 

Claims 16, 18, 19, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schmuelling et al (US Patent #6,603,758) in view of Alter (WIPO WO 
00/14919). 

Claim 16 discloses a computer-readable medium for storing a client application 
to be installed on a computer device associated with a high-speed data network, 
wherein the client application: presents a user of the computer device with a tools menu 
including tools for controlling and monitoring a high-speed data connection over the 
high-speed data network; presents the user with an option to choose a service provider 
session page; upon the user choosing the service provider session page, presents the 
user with a plurality of service providers from which to choose; and after the user 
chooses a service provider from the plurality of service providers under the service 
provider session page, then connects the computer device to the chosen service 
provider over the high-speed data network. Schmuelling teaches of selecting from a list 
of service providers and connecting to a high-speed network connection using the 
selected service provider (column 4, lines 10-28). It fails to teach of presenting a user 
with a tools menu, which will allow a user to make a selection. Alter teaches of allowing 
the monitoring of a network connection and allowing a user to select a service provider 
from an options display (page 9, lines 27-32 - page 10, lines 1-2, page 16, lines 22-33). 
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Schmuelling et al and Alter are analogous art because they are both related to 
computer network accessing. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the selection of options in Alter with the system in Schmuelling et al 
because a user is able to choose to subscribe to a service provider from a list of 
providers using these options (page 9, lines 1-5). 

Claim 18 discloses the computer-readable medium for storing a client application 
of claim 16, wherein the tools for controlling and monitoring a high-speed data 
connection comprise at least one of a support tool, a diagnostic tool, an alert tool, an 
update tool, an access tool, a service provider session tool and a message tool. Alter 
further teaches one of the options is a service provider choice tool (page 9, lines 27-32 
- page 10, lines 1-2). 

Claim 19 discloses the computer-readable medium for storing a client application 
of claim 18, wherein the tools for controlling and monitoring a high-speed data 
connection further comprise a member services tool. Alter further teaches of providing 
network-monitoring options containing information about members 

Claim 32 discloses the method of enabling a user to connect to of service 
providers of claim 31, further comprising; a chosen service provider from a list in 
response to a single action by the user, displaying a list of registrable service 
providers for which the user may register and add service providers to the list of service 
providers from which the user may choose. Schmuelling et al teaches of the limitations 
of claim 31 as recited above. It fails to teach of providing a list of tools. Alter et al 
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teaches of presenting the user with a selection of options and one of the options is a 
service provider choice tool (page 9, lines 20-32 - page 10, lines 1-2). 

Schmuelling et al and Alter are analogous art because they are both related to 
computer network accessing. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the selection of options in Alter with the system in Schmuelling et al 
because a user is able to choose to subscribe to a service provider from a list of 
providers using these options (page 9, lines 1-5). 

Claim 21, 24, 28, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schmuelling et al (US Patent #6,603,758) in view of Bouvier et al (US 
Patent #6,430,276). 

Claim 21 discloses a method of enabling a user to choose a service provider 
from a list of service providers, the method comprising: before accessing one or more 
high-speed data networks, presenting a list of service providers available for user 
registration, wherein the service providers provide access to the high-speed data 
networks; for each service provider for which the user registers, storing login information 
associated with the user and each registered service provider; upon subsequent user 
login, retrieving the stored login information for each registered service provider; 
presenting a list of registered service providers to the user; and upon the user choosing 
a service provider and clicking a connect button, connecting the user to the chosen 
service provider over the one or more high-speed data networks. Schmuelling et al 
teaches of presenting a user a list of service providers available for registration prior to 
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connecting, storing login information for the selected providers, presenting a list of 
registered service providers to a user and once a selection is made, connecting the user 
to the network (column 3, lines 14-15, column 4, lines 10-28, 38-53). It fails to teach of 
retrieving the stored login information for each provider. Bouvier et al teaches of storing 
information relating to all the different subscriptions one user may have, retrieving the 
login information and presenting the list of subscriptions to the user (column 5, lines 50- 
59, column 6, lines 11-16, column 7, lines 28-34). 

Schmuelling et al and Bouvier et al are analogous art because they are both 
related to a user subscribing to a service. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the login retrieval in Bouvier et al with the system in Schmuelling et 
al because this provides a user with a single authentication, authorization, and 
accounting point to access different networks (Bouvier et al, column 5, lines 25-30). 

Claim 24 discloses the method of enabling a user to choose a service provider 
from a list of service providers of claim 21, wherein presenting a list of service providers 
available for user registration further comprises presenting the user with an option to 
register for other service providers. Bouvier et al further teaches of presenting the user 
with an option to register for other providers (column 9, lines 65-66 - column 10, lines 1- 
10). 

Claim 28 discloses the method of enabling a computer user to choose a service 
provider from a list of service providers of claim 25, further comprising; when the user 
selects a service provider from the list of service providers, pre-populating a name field 
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and password field with stored information associated with the selected service 
provider. Bouvier et al further teaches of a method, which after the user is 
authenticated, information is returned from the database to the application so the 
application can use the users information to provide the appropriate connection to the 
user (column 7, lines 17-21, 29-35). 

Schmuelling et al and Bouvier et al are analogous art because they are both 
related to a user subscribing to a service. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the login retrieval in Bouvier et al with the system in Schmuelling et 
al because this provides a user with a single authentication, authorization, and 
accounting point to access different networks (Bouvier et al, column 5, lines 25-30). 

Claim 29 discloses the method of enabling a computer user to choose a service 
provider from a list of service providers of claim 28, wherein establishing a connection 
between a computer device operated by the computer user and the selected service 
provider further comprises establishing a point-to-point over Ethernet connection. It is 
widely known in the art that a network connection can be established using a variety of 
methods including dial-up and an Ethernet connection. 

Claims 20, 33, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schmuelling et al (US Patent #6,603,758) in view of Alter (WIPO WO 
00/14919) as applied to claims 18 and 31 above, and further in view of Xu et al (US 
Patent #6,151,628). 
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Claim 20 discloses the computer-readable medium for storing a client application 
of claim 19, wherein the client application relates to a fixed wireless high-speed data 
network. Schmuelling et al in view of Alter teaches of the limitations of claim 1 8 as 
recited above. It fails to teach of using a fixed wireless high-speed data environment. 
Xu et al teaches of communicating via a wireless network (column 3, lines 54-62). 

Schmuelling et al in view of Alter and Xu et al are analogous art because they 
are related to providing network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the login system in Xu et al with the system in Schmuelling et al in 
view of Alter because it provides direct access to the Internet and other computer 
networks for remote users such as wireless users (Xu et al, column 2, lines 66-67, 
column 3, lines 1-3). 

Claim 33 discloses the method of enabling a user to connect to a chosen service 
provider from a list of service providers of claim 32, wherein the method is associated 
with a fixed wireless high-speed data network. Schmuelling et al in view of Alter 
teaches of the limitations of claim 32 as recited above. It fails to teach of using a fixed 
wireless high-speed data environment. Xu et al teaches of communicating via a 
wireless network (column 3, lines 54-62). 

Schmuelling et al in view of Alter and Xu et al are analogous art because they 
are related to providing network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the login system in Xu et al with the system in Schmuelling et al in 
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view of Alter because it provides direct access to the Internet and other computer 
networks for remote users such as wireless users (Xu et al, column 2, lines 66-67, 
column 3, lines 1-3). 

Claim 34 discloses the method of enabling a user to connect to a chosen service 
provider from a list of service providers of claim 33, wherein each service provider may 
be one of an internet service provider, an online service provider, or a corporate intranet 
service. Schmuelling et al further teaches the service provider is an internet service 
provider (column 2, lines 45-50). 

Claims 22 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schmuelling et al (US Patent #6,603,758) in view of Bouvier et al (US Patent 
#6,430,276) as applied to claim 21 above, and further in view of Xu et al (US Patent 
#6,151,628). 

Claim 22 discloses the method of enabling a user to choose a service provider 
from a list of service providers according to claim 21, wherein the method is associated 
with a fixed wireless high-speed data environment. Schmuelling et al in view of Bouvier 
teaches of the limitations of claim 21 as recited above. It fails to teach of using a fixed 
wireless high-speed data environment. Xu et al teaches of communicating via a 
wireless network (column 3, lines 54-62). 

Schmuelling et al in view of Bouvier et al and Xu et al are analogous art because 
they are related to providing network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the login system in Xu et al with the system in Schmuelling et al in 



Application/Control Number: 10/036,315 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2141 

view of Bouvier et al because it provides direct access to the Internet and other 
computer networks for remote users such as wireless users (Xu et al, column 2, lines 
66-67, column 3, lines 1-3). 

Claim 23 discloses the method of enabling a user to choose a service provider 
from a list of service providers according to claim 22, wherein the method is initiated by 
a client application on a computer device. Schmuelling et al further teaches the client 
browser initiates a service provider selection window (column 4, lines 10-22). 

Claims 27 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schmuelling et al (US Patent #6,603,758) in view of Xu et al (US Patent 
#6,151,628) as applied to claims 26 and 36 above, and further in view of Bouvier et al 
(US Patent #6,430,276). 

Claim 27 discloses the method of enabling a computer user to choose a service 
provider from a list of service providers of claim 26, wherein presenting the computer 
user with the list of service providers from which to choose further comprises presenting 
the computer user with an option to register for additional service providers. 
Schmuelling et al in view of Xu et al teaches of the limitations of claim 26 as recited 
above. It fails to teach of presenting the user the option to register for additional service 
providers. Bouvier et al teaches of presenting the user with an option to register for 
other providers (column 9 lines 65-66, column 10, lines 1-11). 

Schmuelling et al in view of Xu et al and Bouvier et al are analogous art because 
they are related to providing network access. 
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At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the option to register for other providers in Bouvier et al with the 
system in Schmuelling et al in view of Xu et al because this provides a user with a 
single authentication, authorization, and accounting point to access different networks 
(Bouvier et al, column 5, lines 25-30). 

Claim 40 discloses the method of claim 36 further comprising receiving an 
indication of an option to register for other service providers. Schmuelling et al in view 
of Xu et al teaches of the limitations of claim 36 as recited above. It fails to teach of 
receiving an indication of an option to register for other providers. Bouvier et al teaches 
of receiving a list of providers for the user from a server computer and allowing the user 
to register for other providers (column 6, lines 11-16, column 9, lines 65-66, column 10, 
lines 1-11). 

Schmuelling et al in view of Xu et al and Bouvier et al are analogous art because 
they are related to providing network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the option to register for other providers in Bouvier et al with the 
system in Schmuelling et al in view of Xu et al because this provides a user with a 
single authentication, authorization, and accounting point to access different networks 
(Bouvier et al, column 5, lines 25-30). 

Claim 39 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schmuelling et al (US Patent #6,603,758) in view of Xu et al (US Patent #6,151,628) as 
applied to claim 36 above, and further in view of Alter (WIPO WO 00/14919). 
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Claim 39 discloses the method of claim 36 further comprising receiving a list of 
high- speed data related tools, the high-speed related tools including at least one of a 
support tool, a diagnostics tool, an alert tool, an updating tool, an access tool, and a 
messaging tool. Schmuelling et al in view of Xu et al teaches of the limitations of claim 
36 as recited above. It fails to teach of providing a list of tools. Alter et al teaches of 
presenting the user with a selection of options (page 9, lines 20-32). 

Schmuelling et al in view of Xu et al and Alter are analogous art because they 
are related to computer network accessing. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the selection of options in Alter with the system in Schmuelling et al 
in view of Xu et al because a user is able to choose to subscribe to a service provider 
from a list of providers using these options (page 9, lines 1-5). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-14 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art of record fails to teach neither singly nor in combination, the 
claimed limitations of "a distributed system network having at least one receiving router 
for receiving communication from the computer device having the client application : and 
at least one tunnel server each at least one tunnel server connecting the at least one 
receiving router with at least one transmitting router the at least one transmitting router 
communicating with at least on service provider , wherein the computer user can select, 
using the client application, a one service provider from a plurality of available service 
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providers using a single high-speed data connection via the at least on tunnel server, 
before the computer device with the client application is connected to a network 
associated with the one service provider ." as stated in claim 1. These limitations, in 
conjunction with other limitations in the independent claim, are not specifically disclosed 
or remotely suggested in the prior art of record. A review of claims 1-14 indicates that 
claims 1-14 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed January 9, 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant asserts the prior art does not provide a user, via a client application, 
with a choice of service providers to use in connecting to a high-speed network. The 
examiner respectfully disagrees; Schmuelling teaches the user is presented with a list of 
service providers before connecting to a provider (column 4, lines 10-29). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian J. Gillis whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7952. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 571-272-3880. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Brian J Gillis 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2141 

BJG 




